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3Annual Report

A MESSAGE FROM THE 

The mission of the Franklin County Court of Common 
Pleas, Domestic Relations and Juvenile Branch, is to 
provide fair and equitable resolution to matters and 
disputes arising under the law and to interpret and apply 
the law consistently, impartially and independently to 
protect the rights and liberties of families and children.

The Court will provide the highest quality of justice 
and ensure the public has equal and efficient access 
to services. The court will use appropriate dispute 
resolution  and mediation services to manage and 
resolve cases in a timely manner. The Court will 
provide a safe environment for the public and will 
strive to implement innovative programs that use 
modern technology.

MISSION VISION

Thank you for taking the time to review the 2019 Annual Report of the Franklin County Domestic Relations and 
Juvenile Court.   This report provides a comprehensive overview of cases involving children who are alleged to 
be traffic offenders, delinquent, unruly, neglected, dependent or abused.  It also provides information regarding 
domestic actions to terminate marriage; establish parentage, child custody and/or visitation; modify orders of 
support; and resolve objections to magistrate decisions and administrative child support orders.

This report highlights the various programs and services that our Court utilizes in guiding youth and their families 
through the juvenile justice system while ensuring accountability, oversight and successful rehabilitation.  It further 
emphasizes the Juvenile Court’s significant collaborations with other community-focused organizations and justice 
partners to champion innovations and best practices for court-involved youth and their families.  Ongoing efforts, 
such as the Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative (JDAI), Family Recovery Court, Juvenile Recovery Court, 
Empowerment Court, the Compass Program and the Self-Represented Resource Center are prime examples of 
those efforts.

On behalf of your Judges, Magistrates and Court Staff, please know that we remain committed to the delivery 
of excellence in the administration of fair, impartial and timely justice in all matters before us.  We are sincerely 
humbled by and grateful for the opportunity to serve the youth, families and other civil litigants of our beloved 
Central Ohio community.

Sincerely yours,

Judge Kim A. Browne
Administrative Judge

ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE  
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Courtroom 61
 Judge Dana S. Preisse was in private practice with an emphasis in litigation and family 
law prior to her election in 1996. Judge Preisse served as the Court’s Lead Juvenile Judge 
from 2002-2009 and as the Administrative Judge from 2009-2014. She has served for over 
two decades on both the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Law and Procedure Committees 
of the Ohio Judicial Conference, and is President of the Ohio Domestic Relations Judge’s 
Association.  She is a member of the Supreme Court of Ohio’s Commission on the Rules of 
Practice and Procedure and serves on the Board of Nationwide Children’s Hospital’s Center 
for Family Safety and Healing.  She oversees the Franklin County Family Recovery Court and 

Juvenile Recovery Court.  Family Recovery Court, created in 2002, was the first drug court in Franklin County 
and the first family drug court in Ohio to be certified by the Ohio Supreme Court. Preisse established a raised-
bed garden on a concrete courtyard at the Juvenile Intervention Center, and annually helps plant the flowers and 
vegetables with the detained youth.

Courtroom 63
 Judge Beth Gill had 18 years of litigation experience prior to taking the bench. Her 
practice focused exclusively on family law matters and she also served as a court appointed 
Guardian ad Litem. In 2012, Judge Gill was appointed to Lead Juvenile Judge for the Franklin 
County Common Pleas Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court and continues to hold that 
position. Currently, Judge Gill co-chairs the Advisory Committee on Children and Families, 
and chairs the Juvenile Justice Sub-committee. She has served on the Commission on the 
Rules of Practice and Procedure and was appointed to the Juvenile Law Advisory Committee 
for the National Council for Juvenile and Family Court Judges. 

 Judge Monica Hawkins was elected Judge of the Franklin County Court of Common 
Pleas, Division of Domestic Relations and Juvenile Branch in 2019.During Judge Hawkins first 
year on the bench, she has presided over more than 1,400 cases involving juvenile delinquen-
cies, abuse, neglect and dependencies, permanent court custody matters, divorces, custody, 
visitation and support cases. Upon taking the bench in 2019, Judge Hawkins brought with her 
over 23 years of public service experience.
 Before she began her legal career, Judge Hawkins was a Child Welfare Caseworker with 
Franklin County Children Services working directly with the diverse families of Franklin 

County.  As a Court Liaison for Franklin County Children Services, Judge Hawkins served as a catalyst to improve 
communications and relationships between the Agency, the Court, prosecutors and court staff. During law school 
and shortly after, Judge Hawkins worked as a clerk for a Domestic Relations attorney, was a drug and alcohol 
counselor for Children’s Hospital and worked for the Federal Public Defender’s Office, Capital Habeas Unit as 
an investigator.
 As a senior trial attorney, Judge Hawkins represented Franklin County Children Services in the Franklin 
County Court of Common Pleas, Domestic Division and Juvenile Branch in the broad variety of cases that now 
come before her as a Judge including abuse, neglect and dependency matters, custody cases, motions hearings, 
contempt motions, reviews and other matters.  Among the cases most significant to her were and remain the 
highly sensitive termination of parental rights cases.  
 During her tenure in the legal department at Franklin County Children Services, Judge Hawkins tried 
more than 50 cases, handled over 200 cases and maintained an assigned caseload for her region.  She also 
prepared pleadings and argued before the 10th District Court of Appeals. Judge Monica Hawkins is the proud 
mother of Dionte’ J. Johnson, former Ohio State University football captain, entrepreneur and philanthropist.  He 
and his wife, Jessica, are the parents of Judge Hawkins’ four beautiful grandchildren. Judge Hawkins endeavors to 
provide equity, judgment and justice to every litigant before her, and to the wider community of Central Ohio.

Courtroom 62
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 Judge James W. Brown had been a sole practitioner for over 30 years prior to 
taking the bench in 2014. His experience has served him well on the bench. Since taking the 
bench, Judge Brown has also been appointed to several committees at the behest of the Ohio 
Supreme Court and is presently working with numerous stakeholders to develop a Domestic 
Violence Center in Franklin County to aid Domestic Violence survivors.

Courtroom 65
 Judge Terri B. Jamison was elected to office November 6, 2012 and re-elected 
on November 6, 2019. She brings to the court experience a trial and appellate attorney 
whose primary practice was Criminal, Domestic, Juvenile and Probate law. Prior to her law 
career, she was a small business owner, having owned and operated a multi-line insurance 
branch for more than 16 years. In July of 2014, Judge Jamison started the Compass Program 
in collaboration with Franklin County Child Support Enforcement Agency. Compass links 
non-compliant child support obligors with community partners to gain education, training, 
job skills and ultimately employment to comply with their child support obligation. She is a 
member and serves many organizations in various capacities. She has been recognized by numerous organizations 
throughout Franklin County.

Courtroom 66
 Judge Kim A. Browne was appointed then elected Judge of the Franklin 
County Court of Common Pleas, Domestic Relations and Juvenile Division in 2002.  She 
was re-elected in 2004, 2010 and 2016 to full, six-year terms.  Since 2015, Judge Browne 
has served as the Court’s Administrative Judge; she previously served as the Court’s Lead 
Juvenile Judge.  Additionally, Judge Browne has served as the Chair of the Franklin County 
Juvenile Justice Community Planning Initiative/JDAI since March 2009.  Judge Browne also 
serves as an Adjunct Professor for Ohio Dominican University and Franklin University.  
She also is a contributing writer for the Ohio Center for Law-Related Education (OCLRE) 
and has been a Legal Advisor for Columbus City Schools in the OCLRE’s Middle School Mock Trial Program.  
Judge Browne is currently a member of the Ohio Supreme Court Case Management Advisory Committee, 
the National Council of Juvenile/Family Court Judges, Ohio Association of Domestic Relations Judges, Ohio 
Association of Juvenile Court Judges, Ohio Women’s Bar Association and the Columbus Bar Association.
 Immediately preceding her 2002 appointment to the bench, Judge Browne worked as an Associate 
Attorney with the law firm of Maguire & Schneider, LLP.  Before that, Judge Browne served as the Director of 
Legal Operations for the Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation and as the Bureau’s Director of Employee 
and Labor Relations.  Earlier in her career, she worked for the Ohio Department of Administrative Services/
Office of Collective Bargaining and for the Ohio Civil Service Employees’ Association.  Judge Browne graduated 
from The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law with a Juris Doctor degree and from the University of 
Cincinnati with a Bachelor’s degree in Economics.

Courtroom 64
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CCaassee  TTyyppee  Cases Filed* Cases Terminated 

Marriage 
Terminations w/ 

Children 
1434 1438

Marriage 
Terminations 

without children 
1876 1930

Marriage 
Dissolutions w/ 

Children 
589 599

Marriage 
Dissolutions 

without Children 
1032 1020

Change of Custody 932 947

Visitation 
Enforcement of 

Modification 
191 195

Support 
Enforcement 
Modification

883 855

Domestic Violence 2792 2775

U.I.F.S.A. 0 0

Parentage 0 0

All Others 1917 1905

Visiting Judge 8 8

ttoottaall 1111665544 1111667722

CClleeaarraannccee  RRaattee  110000..1155%%

Domestic
Relations

2019 Clearance Rates

*Includes Cases Filed, Transferred in, Reactived or 
Redesignated 
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Child Support Enforcement
Agency Liaison (CSEA)

 The CSEA Liaison office operates under a IV-D contract with the Franklin County Domestic Relations 
and Juvenile Court and the Franklin County Child Support Enforcement Agency. The CSEA Liaison office 
manages the paperwork flow and cases throughout the hearing process for the public child support and objection 
dockets. Office operations fall into four main categories:

 An “Objection to a CSEA Order” is defined as an objection to an order that originates from a CSEA ad-
ministrative process. This could be objections to Set Support Administrative Orders, Modifications, Terminations 
and/or Mistakes of Fact. There were 464 initiating objections to CSEA orders filed in 2019.  

1)  Maintain and 
manage the CSEA 
objection docket including 
performing service of 
process; oversee the IV-D 
public child support 
dockets.

2) Provide child 
support and paternity 
assistance to court staff, 
private attorneys and 
mostly pro se litigants

3) Provide complaint 
resolution for child support 
and agency related matters.

4) Provide court 
review for e-filings submit-
ted by the CSEA.

Objection AO (Objection - 5306) - Identifies an Objection to a Set Support / Administrative Support Order.

Objection TERM (Notice of Objection to CSEA Investigation Returned - 9176) – Identifies an Objection to a 
CSEA Termination of a support order. 

Objection MOD (Request for Adjustment Court Hearing Returned - 9177) – Identifies an Objection to a CSEA 
Modification of a support order. 

Objection MOF (Request for Court Mistake of Fact Hearing Returned - 9187) – Identifies an Objection to a 
CSEA Mistake of Fact of a medical or support order.

      

 2019 Objection Stats Juvenile Domestic Total  
 Objection AO (5306) 214 3 217  
 Objection Term (9176) 11 15 26  
 Objection MOD (9177) 101 111 212  
 Objection MOF (9187)  5 4 9  
      
      

 

Objections to CSEA Orders
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Child Support Enforcement
Agency Liaison

 The CSEA Liaison conducts services related to and approves the billed amounts for units of service that 
are defined as one court hearing before a magistrate, heard or continued in court on IV-D eligible cases initiated 
by the FCCSEA, or in which a CSEA attorney enters an appearance or which is scheduled as a result of contempt 
actions, objections to administrative proceedings, rulings or orders issued by the FCCSEA, including but not 
limited to: mistakes of fact hearings, parentage, setting support, modification of support, termination of support, 
impounding support, arrearage calculation and/or liquidation, crediting direct payments, lump sum and objec-
tions. For 2019, the Franklin County Domestic Relations Court and Juvenile Branch provided a total of 4,752 
units of service for the CSEA.

Units of Services

Agreed Entries

500

383
415 418 410

333

456

337
366 384

409

341

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Units of Services: IV-D Dockets

 The CSEA Liaison office reviews and files with the Clerk of Court paper entries upon obtaining the 
Judge’s signature from Complaints to Approve, Adopt, and Modify or Terminate child support and/or medical 
support and motions to modify or terminate support originating from mediated agreements executed in Court 
Mediation or at the Self Represented Resource Center. In 2019, the Liaison office reviewed and processed 220 
child support entries from these sources.
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In 2019, 2,355 cases were referred to 
Mediation and 1,104 sets of documents 
were prepared with pro se parties.

1633

491

119
112

2019 Mediation Case Type

Access Visitation

Domestic Relations

Child Protection

Juvenile Delinquency

Mediation Services

 Mediation is a collaborative problem-solving process in which a mediator facilitates communication and 
negotiation among the participants to assist them in resolving disputes without a court trial.  Cases are referred 
to mediation by Judges and Magistrates, and parties may also self-request mediation.   Most mediations involve 
parents who work with a mediator to develop or revise a shared parenting plan or an allocation of parental rights 
and responsibilities for their children.  Grandparents and other relatives may also use mediation to establish or 
modify custody or visitation agreements. Cases may be resolved in one mediation session or may require multiple 
sessions.   Parties who successfully mediate a shared parenting plan, custody agreement, visitation agreement or 
other agreement related to the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities may petition the Court to approve 
their agreement and make it a court order. 
 In child protection cases, court mediators help parents, relatives, caseworkers, attorneys and other pro-
fessionals develop plans for placement, visitation, services and safety measures for children who are alleged to be 
neglected or dependent.  These agreements are then presented to the court for approval. 
 The juvenile delinquency mediation programs bring together juvenile offenders and their victims in an 
attempt to have the parties resolve their own conflicts.  Mediation provides participants with an opportunity to 
resolve current issues and model positive communication skills that can be used if future disputes arise.
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Self-represented resource center
(SRRC)
 The Self-Represented Resource Center is a legal center wherein low income individuals representing 
themselves can receive assistance with drafting legal documents. The Center is staffed by attorneys from Capital  
University Law School. These attorneys do not provide representation, and cannot provide legal advice. They are 
available only to assist with drafting various legal documents. 
 The attorneys do not assist with every type of document. Their services are limited to divorce, dissolution, 
child support and custody/parenting time documents filed in the Domestic and Juvenile Court.
 Self-Represented Resource Center (SRRC):  The SRRC provided assistance on 7,037 cases in 2019.  Of 
those, 64% (4,501 cases) were referred by the Clerk of Courts, 19% (1,325 cases) were walk ups, 16% (1,144 
cases) were referred by the Judge or Magistrate and the rest (1%, 67 cases) were referred from other sources.
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Civil Protection Order
(CPO)
 The Civil Protection Order (CPO) Desk assists unrepresented individuals with preparing the 
necessary paperwork to request and obtain domestic violence orders of protection pursuant to Ohio Revised 
Code section 3113.31.  This statute allows the court to grant emergency relief on an accelerated schedule to 
provide safety to family members (Domestic Violence Civil Protection Order), those in recent dating relationships 
(Domestic Violence Dating Protection Order), or when a protection order is sought against a minor respondent 
(Juvenile Domestic Violence Protection Order).  The goal of a domestic violence protection order is to bring 
about a cessation of domestic violence and to protect the safety of petitioners and their family and household 
members.   The CPO desk also assists unrepresented parties prepare the necessary paperwork to request and 
obtain orders of protection pursuant to Ohio Revised Code section 2151.34 (Juvenile Civil Protection Order).

  The vast majority of Protection Orders in 2019 were Domestic Violence Protection Orders (2,262 / 91%).  
There were 162 (7% of total) Domestic Violence Dating Protection Orders filed in 2019 and 55 (2% of total) 
Juvenile Civil Protection Orders filed.

55

162

2262

57

70

1829

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500

Juvenile Civil Protection Order

Domestic Violence Dating
Protection Order

Domestic Violence Civil
Protection Order

2018-2019 CPO Case Type 

2018 2019
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Civil Protection Order
(CPO)

  The liaisons are a helpful, familiar face each time a person returns to Court, as they will need to stop for 
assistance each time, whether to obtain a continuance, obtain copies and explanation of a full order or to get addi-
tional information on their case. The CPO Desk provides resources to victims of domestic violence in addition to 
helping victims file for protection orders. The Liaisons are not able to provide legal advice, but the court partners 
with the Capital University Legal Clinic who staffs the desk with attorneys on a rotating basis who can provide 
legal advice and assist with taking on legal representation of unrepresented filers who meet the qualifications of 
Capital’s grant funding.    

 The court employs three Liaisons who act as the contact between the Court, the Clerk of Courts, 
and unrepresented petitioners who wish to file for a protection order.  The Liaisons work closely with those 
unrepresented parties, from the time of initial contact through the final hearing with the Judge or Magistrate.  The 
Liaisons conduct a short interview to determine how to best assist each person who comes to the CPO Desk, 
and guide each person through the process of completing the necessary paperwork. The Court is responsible for 
conducting an emergency hearing the same day as the petition is filed, called an “ex parte” hearing. The liaisons 
provide all the paperwork and an ex parte order form to the Judge or Magistrate, who then hears the petitioner’s 
testimony and determines whether to grant emergency relief. After the petitioner sees the Judge or Magistrate, he 
or she returns to the CPO Desk where the liaison explains any orders that may have been granted, answers any 
additional questions, and helps each person understand the process that will take place next. Petitioners will need 
to return to court in order to have a full hearing after the Respondent has been served with a copy of the petition 
and the ex parte order (if granted).
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Juvenile 
Branch

CCaassee  TTyyppee  Cases Filed* Cases Terminated 

Delinquency 5592 5481

Traffic 2828 2843

Dependency, 
Neglect or Abuse

3866 3890

Unruly 2649 2596

Adult Cases 85 80

Motion for 
Permanent Custody

427 433

Custody, Change of 
Custody, Visitation  

6593 6423

Support 
Enforcement or 

Modification
3090 3142

Parentage 903 990

U.I.F.S.A. 118 118

All Others 3823 3914

Visiting Judge 34 106

TToottaall  3300000088 3300001166

CClleeaarraannccee  RRaattee    110000..0033%%

2019 Clearance Rates

*Includes Cases Filed, 
Transferred in, 
Reactived or 
Redesignated. 

RReeqquuiirreedd  bbyy  HHoouussee  BBiillll  441100  oonn  HHaabbiittuuaall  TTrruuaannccyy::  
NNuummbbeerr  ooff  yyoouutthh  ppllaacceedd  iinn  aalltteerrnnaattiivveess  ttoo  aaddjjuuddiiccaattiioonn  
uunnddeerr  ddiivviissiioonn  ((GG))  ooff  sseeccttiioonn  22115511..2277  ooff  tthhee  OOhhiioo  
RReevviisseedd  CCooddee   

446699   

TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  wwhhoo  ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  ccoommpplleetteedd  aalltteerrnnaattiivveess  
ttoo  aaddjjuuddiiccaattiioonn  iinn  22001199   227711   

TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  wwhhoo  ffaaiilleedd  ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  aalltteerrnnaattiivveess  ttoo  
aaddjjuuddiiccaattiioonn  aanndd  wweerree  aaddjjuuddiiccaatteedd  uunnrruullyy..   223388   
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Juvenile Detention Alternative 
Initiative (JDAI)
 The Court has been a part of the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s Juvenile Detention Alternative 
Initiative (“JDAI) since 2010. The initiative is focused on juvenile justice system reform using the following eight 
core strategies:

 More recently, the Court has also joined the JDAI Deep End Initiative. With a focus on 
reducing the use of probation, placements, and DYS commitments, the Deep End work uses a model 
based on increasing racial equity while bolstering system supports earlier in the juvenile justice case 
process.
 In 2019, Franklin County Juvenile Court was selected as a site for the pilot implementation 
of Reimagining Juvenile Justice (RJJ). Comprised of a series of modules encompassing positive youth 
development, family and youth engagement, as well as racial equity and inclusion, a diverse group of 
approximately 40 stakeholders from the juvenile justice system community advocates, parents, and youth 
participated in a three month series of dialogues on the system and developed recommendations for 
consideration.
 Positive youth development and racial equity and inclusion training was also provided to Juvenile 
Court employees throughout the fall. With everyone from department directors to front line staff partic-
ipating, Juvenile Court employees had the opportunity to learn and begin practicing a new approach to 
working with youth.
 A highlight of 2019 was also the development of the Police Initiated Diversion program with the 
Columbus Division of Police. Recognizing the value of using diversion from the formal juvenile justice 
system while providing youth and families with resources and accountability, Franklin County Juvenile 
Court worked closely with the Columbus Division of Police to develop a 24/7 field program whereby 
law enforcement officers can quickly return to patrol while Juvenile Court Diversion Specialists work 
with youth and families to engage youth in prosocial behaviors while addressing the criminogenic factors 
involved. Youth who successfully participate in this program will not have formal charges filed with the 
juvenile justice system.
 

Deep End Initiative

1. Collaboration 
2. Data driven decision-making
3. Objective admissions criteria
4. Alternatives to detention reform
5. Case processing reforms
6. Addressing special detention cases
7. Reducing racial and ethnic disparities
8. Addressing conditions of confinement
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 The Risk Assessment Instrument used to determine whether juveniles should be held in pre-adju-
dicatory detention as a flight risk or threat to public safety was revised as a detention screening instrument 
to better reflect the tool’s focus on serving as a preliminary mechanism for evaluating safety risk proximate 
to the commission of an alleged offense. In addition, in an effort to build capacity as additional detention 
alternatives are explored and evaluated to reduce the detention population, staff at the detention facility were 
trained in the ability to implement electronic monitoring devices.
 Based on data demonstrating that a considerable number of juvenile warrants were several years old 
and involved low-level offenses, and in an effort to focus juvenile court and law enforcement resources on 
administering and addressing warrants for the most significant cases, the JDAI Warrants Committee created 
a policy and process for evaluating warrants and determining how best to handle warrants as youth age out of 
the system. 
 With respect to the Deep End Initiative, much of the focus of 2019 was developing a map of 
the system, with a focus on racial equity, and an emphasis on how existing resources could be enhanced 
to prevent youth from penetrating the juvenile justice system more deeply than necessary. Through 
collaborative system mapping involving a wide variety of juvenile justice system partners and data-based 
analyses, the Deep End data and work was able to serve as a resource with respect to the development of the 
Misdemeanor Services Unit and the Juvenile Community Enrichment Services Department.

Juvenile Detention Alternative 
Initiative (JDAI)
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Juvenile Intervention Center

 Near the end of 2019, the Court held a contest to rename the Juvenile Detention Facility.  The winning 
entry was the Juvenile Intervention Center (JIC).  This title was chosen because it more clearly illustrates the 
mission of our Center.
 The following four charts provide trend information across the past five years of admissions to our facility.  
Also included is information about the youth processed in 2019 as well as the most frequent alleged offenses of 
the presenting youth, both at the JIC and our Reception Center.

*Admissions are defined as more than 12 hours in the JIC

Averages for Youth 
Admitted to the 
Juvenile Intervention 
Center:
Daily Population:  
52.6 Youth
Length of Stay:  25.1 
Days

Proportions:
40.3% Technical 
Violations   
85.7% Felony 
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Juvenile Intervention Center
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Juvenile Probation Department

 During 2019, the Juvenile Probation Department continued to work towards transformation, bringing 
a renewal of energy to how staff work with youth and their families. 

TRAINING 
• 29 probation officers attended the 35th Annual Juvenile Justice Inter-Court Conference which provided 

attendees with current and emergent information within the juvenile justice system.
• All members of the department completed Adult and Pediatric First Aid/CPR/AED. Four members of the 

department obtained certification to train other Court employees. 
• Staff completed a four-session probation transformation training series hosted by the Ohio Department of 

Youth Services (DYS). Topics included Race, Equity, Inclusion and Engaging Youth and Families. 

YOUTH SERVED 
• The Department has continued to reduce the number of youth under supervision while continuing to provide 

the best service possible.  There was a total of 775 active youth on probation at the beginning of the year. At 
the end of 2019, that number had dropped to 625 active youth on probation. 

• Probation Orientation occured one Saturday a month for youth newly placed on probation with the goal of 
helping youth and their families understand the probation process and develop a connection with the proba-
tion officers. A total of 151 youth attended orientation in 2019. 

• The Youth Advisory Council—which promotes positive youth development within their communities—had 
four youth graduate from the program in 2019.  

PROGRAMMING 
• The Juvenile Restitution Program began in August, 2018.  This program uses funds from the DYS grant and 

reimburses victims of crimes committed by juvenile offenders.  With a little over one year of operation, the 
program has reimbursed over $18,000 to victims while maintaining an 80% success rate. Each youth referred 
to the restitution program will have the opportunity to complete up to 50 hours of community service with 
each hour volunteered being equivalent to $10.00 an hour for a total up to but not exceeding the amount of 
$500. 

COMMUNITY BUILDING 
• The Probation Department celebrated its first annual Back to School Fun Day on August 9, 2019 at the Cleo 

Dumaree Recreational Center.  Motivational Speaker Lester Sanders attended as well as numerous commu-
nity vendors that were able to assist families and youth with employment opportunities, training and AOD 
literature. A barber also volunteered time to provide free haircuts.  

• The Probation Department, alongside Judge Terri Jamison, hosted the first ever “Bowl-a-Thon.”  With over 
50 participants the event allowed for youth and probation officers to continue to connect and teach new skills.  
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LOOKING AHEAD
• On March 30, 2020 Juvenile Probation will transform and become the Juvenile Community Enrichment 

Services (JCES) department. Specialists, formerly probation officers, will have smaller caseloads that will allow 
them to better interact with the youth and their families. Youth and their families will be partners with JCES 
staff in achieving the desired behavior change in their child. The new approach is strength-based, youth-led 
and adult-guided. 

• Mission—The Juvenile Community Enrichment Services Department supports positive youth development 
and community wellness by guiding the youth and families of Franklin County towards a successful future in 
an equitable and inclusive manner.

• Vision—Juvenile Community Enrichment Services’ vision is to positively impact lives—one youth at a time. 

Juvenile Probation Department
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Specialized Programs/ Dockets
Juvenile recovery Court

 The Mission of the Franklin County Juvenile Recovery Court is to assist in the rehabilitation  of 
juvenile offenders who have been adversely affected by drugs and alcohol in Franklin County by providing collab-
orative treatment, supervision, and support with the goal of helping each Juvenile develop healthy attitudes and 
values necessary for reducing substance use and recidivism. Our Court recognizes that each youth and each family 
is unique. With that in mind, the youth, the family, and the Juvenile Recovery Court team collaborate to create 
achievable, independent goals for each youth.

 This is a strengths-based program, the goals of which are to help each youth identify his/her strengths and 
positive attributes, acknowledge challenges that substance use disorders brings and to teach each youth the skills 
required to succeed and manage a recovery oriented lifestyle.

 Upon successful completion, the Court will expunge the youth’s juvenile record. Youth are required to 
participate in various programming, comply with random screenings, and attend the scheduled hearings.

Parents are required to participate by:

• Attending a parent support group 
on hearing days. 

• Family Counseling 
• Other Programming

 Currently there are 
13 youth participating in the 
program. The 1st Graduation 
is scheduled for July 2020. 
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Specialized Programs/ Dockets
Compass Program
(Child Support)

 The Compass Program is a collaborative effort between the Franklin County Court of Common 
Pleas, Domestic Relations & Juvenile Branch and the Franklin County Child Support Enforcement Agency. The 
program focuses on removing barriers to employment for unemployed child support obligators. Judge Terri B. 
Jamison created Compass to redirect participants from the cycle of incarceration to a more sustainable level of 
financial independence and self-sufficiency. 

 To achieve success, Compass works with numerous community resources and programs addressing em-
ployment, parenting, legal, and health related barriers. Some of the community resources range from Goodwill, 
Columbus Urban League and Halt Violence. Each offers unique resources that aid in the participant’s success. 
On average, the program acquires approximately 10-15 cases and conducts 35-45 reviews each month.

 Compass Success Coach Adam Wright provides referrals to services for obligators with barriers to 
employment. After an initial assessment, Compass links obligators to education and services designed to develop 
their skills, helping them gain employment. Compass also links participants to mental health, alcohol and drug ad-
diction services when needed. Compass Program’s success is based on the holistic approach in removing barriers 
that prevent employment. It is the Compass Program’s mission to lead the participants to financial security.

2019 
143 Participants Served
71   New Participants
72   Return Participants

 Mr. P has completed and is now compliant with the Court. Mr. P had entered the 
program in early 2016. When he began the program, his payments were not consistent 
and employment was inconsistent as well. In 2017, this behavior had finally caught up to 
Mr. P with a sentence of five days in jail.
 Instead of letting this get the better of Mr. P, he decided to take the initiative 
route in the Compass Program. He began working diligently with the Compass Success 
Coach and the Jewish Family Services (one of our community resources). Mr. P was only 
working seasonal but with hard work and determination, the company decided to make 
him a full-time employee. In 2019, Mr. P had full-time employment, payments were being 
made on a regular basis, and he became more active in his child’s life. 
 Mr. P illustrates that even, when you have hit rock bottom, with hard work, 
determination, and support from all parties involved that you can become a success 
story!!!

A compass success story...
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Specialized Programs/ Dockets
Empowerment Court Program
(Human Trafficking)

 The Franklin County Empowerment Court Program was created to address the plight of children 
who are victims of human trafficking. The program “EMPOWERS” youth to commit to a healthy lifestyle and 
plant the seeds of healing to enable them to embark on a brighter future. We accomplish this by providing 
treatment, mentoring, and Court supervision. The youth becomes a member in his/her own success story. 

 Our treatment team provides unique services to a 
population that historically has been criminally charged 
for the very act in which they are being victimized. 
After a youth successfully completes the program, 
his or her record is expunged to help minimize the 
chance of future stigma and victimization. 

 The program generally lasts anywhere 
between 90 to 270 days. There have been 58 
Rule 29 expungements since the program 
started in 2014.

           2019    
 5 Successful Completions
     20 Referrals 

A success story of Ms. R...

 On November 14, 2019, Ms. R completed her presentation before her family and our treatment 
team as a part of her graduation requirement. The room was filled with laughter and tears as she shared 
her personal journey as a participant in the Empowerment Program. 
 Ms. R entered the program with several mental and emotional issues that seemed to prevent 
her from adjusting in placements and returning home to her family. Following rules was a constant 
struggle for her. Our treatment team worked to empower her and keep her on a path towards success-
fully completing the program. 
 She made positive steps with making better choices and following the rules at home and in 
school. Each achievement she made in her treatment plan was celebrated to encourage future growth. 
Ms.R came into the program as a very agitated and anxious young adolescent. She learned how to 
recognize her triggers and how to use her coping skills to master behaviors that previously had her 
removed from her home. She learned to communicate her feelings in a more constructive manner and 
has shown respect and love to her grandmother. 
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Specialized Programs/ Dockets
Family Recovery Court

 Established in 2002, the Franklin County Family Drug Court, now known as Family Recovery Court, 
provides access to treatment and intensive services for substance dependent parents who have lost or are at risk of 
losing custody of their children to the state. 

 The 4-Phase program is voluntary and typically completed in 9 to 12 months, culminating in a graduation 
ceremony for the successful participants. Parents are provided faster access to treatment, including mental health 
treatment, and see their children more often than the typical  neglect case. Participants attend frequent Recovery 
Court hearings with peers.

 The financial and societal costs of the opioid epidemic are substantial. Recovery Court reduces the likeli-
hood of recidivism, future incarceration and hospitalizations.    

 

2019
50 Clients Served

11 Graduates 
35 Children returned from foster care to be reunified with Recovery Court parents 

and were able to remain in their home.
3 Drug free babies were born to participants

Presently 60% of the participants have struggled with opiate addition. 
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 The Franklin County Domestic Relations and Juvenile Branch Court Facebook and Twitter accounts 
are used to disseminate Court-related updates: 

• Holiday closures
• New Local Rules and Local Rule  Amendments
• Pertinent Ohio and U.S. Supreme Court Opinions
• Court and Employee Achievements and Projects
• Recovery Support Group Information
• Interesting things in the Community

Litigants and other visitors continue to check in at the courthouse and make comments on news that is posted, 

Find us on Facebook Find us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/https://www.facebook.com/
FCDRJCourtFCDRJCourt

799 Likes799 Likes

827 Followers827 Followers

Follow us on Twitter Follow us on Twitter 

drj_twitter@fccourts.orgdrj_twitter@fccourts.org

144 Followers144 Followers

OR

Social Media Initiative
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Language Interpreter Service

 The Office of Interpreter Services provides access to the courts for limited English proficient (LEP) 
individuals and deaf or hard of hearing parties through interpreter services for more than 70 languages, and 
through translations and other bilingual resources.

 Removing barriers to communication helps ensure that all persons receive fair and equal access to justice, 
therefore Court interpreters provide an essential public service. It is the goal of the Office of Interpreter Services 
to provide certified, skilled, professional interpreters to work in our court system. 

 According to the U.S. Census Bureau, as released in July 1, 2019, the number of people in Franklin 
County who spoke a language other than English at home was over 171,000. Of that number, the most common 
languages are outlined below:

 The Franklin County 
Domestic Relations and 
Juvenile Court is committed 
to providing court users with 
meaningful access to the courts 
at no cost, regardless of the 
language they speak. 

1. Spanish    43, 337
 
2. Somali, Amharic or 
Other Afro-Asiatic Languages  21, 229

3. Arabic     14, 298

Type of Language

Top Three Most Common Languages 
in Franklin Courty

Franklin Courty
Resident
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Youth Education and Intervention 
Services (YEIS)
 The Mission of Youth Education and Intervention Services is to divert unruly/delinquent youth 
from penetrating further into the Juvenile Justice System through effective prevention, intervention and treatment 
services that strengthen families and restore the lives of youth. YEIS consists of the following diversion programs/
services:

The Unruly/Incorrigible Program provides services to 
parents who are having difficulty with their son or daugh-
ter. Through partnership  with Franklin County Children 
Services, The Village Network and Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital, families have access to additional specialized 
programming to resolve home conflicts or unruly/ incorri-
gible behavior.

2019
Served 331 youth and families

The Community Restorative Circles Program utiliz-
es trained community volunteers to provide juveniles the 
opportunity to repair harm caused to their victims while 
making a positive contribution to their own community.

2019
Served 109 youth and families

2019
Served 404 youth and families

The Diversion Program provides first time misdemean-
or offenders the opportunity to be referred to community 
based services and Court managed programs to resolve 
delinquency charges, avoiding formal court interventions.

2019
Served 565 youth and families

The Truancy Diversion Program identifies youth 
charged with first-time Habitual School Truancy charges at 
the preliminary hearing to address barriers to attendance, 
create action plans, and link youth and families with 
community resources/services.
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Youth Education and Intervention 
Services (YEIS)

The Repeat Offender Program is funded by the Ohio 
Department of Youth Services. The program provides 
second time misdemeanants with property or public order 
charges the opportunity to complete psychological evalu-
ations. Diverted youth are referred to indicated program-
ming to decrease the likelihood of further penetration into 
the Juvenile Justice System. 

2019
Served 101 youth and families

2019
Served 2,337 youth and families

2019
Served 507 youth and families

The Teen Court Program serves teens who have 
admitted their involvement in various charges. Participants 
learn about the justice system and receive their sentencing 
from other teens.

The Truancy Intervention/Prevention Program (TIPP) was 
created to address the large proportion of school truacncy filings in 
Franklin County Juvenile Court. TIPP youth and families participate 
on absence intervention teams to address obstacles to the youth’s 
school attandance. Using grant funding from the Ohio Department 
of Youth Service, TIPP has partnered with Columbus City Schools, 
Hillard City Schools, Gahanna-Jefferson Schools, New Albany-Plain 
Local Schools, Whitehall Schools, South-Western City Schools, 
Canal Winchester Schools and Groveport Madison Schools. In 
2019, 15 truancy officers were placed in the respective districts.

YEIS participated in discussions and planning to 
create a Misdemeanor Services program to address 
adjudicated low risk misdemeanor offenders by 
providing linkages to supportive services and fostering 
positive change and pro-social behavior.

2019 Highlight
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Employee Recognition 

30 Years of Service to the Court

 20 Years of Service to the Court

 15 Years of Service to the Court

Years of Service 

Alicia Smith
David Krieg
Hayden Humphrey
Robert Wyatt

25 Years of Service to the Court
Woodrow Hudson
Michael Francis

Angela Armstrong
Bertrand Saffold
Brenda Jones
Brian Edwards
Chad Roach

Kim Dorsey
Kristi Snyder
Laurie Mcpherson
Melvina Woodson-Levey
Nancy  Novack

Paul Wallace
Danyel Marcus
Elizabeth Landrigan

Sue SkendelasAlfred Odom
Jan Maloney
Kathleen Knisely
Malcolm Tanksley
Marcia Zand

 10 Years of Service to the Court
Tabitha Osborne
Xavier Myers

Diana Kotnik
Jenny Berk
Joseph Robbins
Laney  Hawkins
Megan Byerly
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 5 Years of Service to the Court
Jeffrey Hall
Jerred Adkins
Joanna Perdue
Joshua Werning
Lisa Lawson
Marla Holben
Marquan Hairston
Martin Doneghy
Matthew Cravens
Michael McAllister

Sharon North
She-Kia Mayo
Tamara Robison
Willie Lewis
James Price
Jasmine Brennan
Sarah Standish
Donald Antwi
Monika Talley
David Roserie

Amanda Butteris
Amelia Frick
Ann Tracey
Anne Cogan
Bridget Knapke
Bryce Burnett
Carolann Shutek
Charles Fraley
Ciara Johnson
Courtney Curtis

Employee Recognition 
Years of Service 
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Directory 
for departments and programs

Floor 373 S. High Street

3 Juvenile Custody Magistrates
Domestic Relations Magistrates
Domestic Court Officers 
Civil Protection Orders

Mediation Services 
Domestic Relations Secretary  
Court Reporters

Domestic Clerk of Courts 
Juvenile Clerk of Courts 
Duty Bailiff 
Appointed Counsel

Magistrate Staff Attorney
Assignment Office 
Self-Help Resource Center

4

5 Appointed Counsel 
Police Liaison
Stenographers

6 Administration 
Human Resources 
Business & Finance
Interpreter Services

Judges
Bailiffs
Staff Attorneys
Judicial Assistants

Information Technology Department8

Performance Evaluation
Behavioral Health Juvenile Justice
Juvenile Community Enrichment Services
Juvenile Court Oversight & Reporting

10

Juvenile Magistrates
CSEA Liaison
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399 S. Front Street

Juvenile Detention Facility 
Youth Education & Intervention Services 
(YEIS) 
Arraignment Unit 
Diversion Program 
Unruly/Incorrigible Program 
Teen Court Program 
Community Restorative Circles Program 

Truancy Diversion Program 
Truancy Intervention/Prevention 
Program 
Columbus Police Department Liaison 
Recovery Court  
Juvenile Traffic Court
Community Restorative Circles Program

Directory 
for departments and programs
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